Name:_______________________                                                Period:  ___________________

Romeo & Juliet Web Quest

Instructions:  In this Web quest, you will gather background knowledge on Shakespeare, the Elizabethan England, and information that pertains to Romeo and Juliet. Although, the tale of these two "star-crossed lovers" is one that is still relevant to us today, it is important to develop a solid foundation on all things Shakespeare. 

Completion of your web quest will count as a quiz grade.  Due:  Friday, August 10th. 
About Shakespeare
Copy this link and answer the following questions (1-6).

https://www.biography.com/people/william-shakespeare-9480323#establishing-himself
1. William Shakespeare was born in what year? 
2. What date do we recognize as his birthday? 

3. Where was William Shakespeare born? 

4. Name one acting company that Shakespeare was associated with in the early days.  

5. What is the probable year that Romeo and Juliet was written? 

6. What day and year did Shakespeare die? Why is this an interesting date? How old was Shakespeare when he died? 

About Marriage
Copy this link and answer the next questions (7-13). 

http://elizabethan.org/
7. Romeo & Juliet marry secretly, but because she is trying to escape the arranged marriage to Paris. Read this site about marriage in the Renaissance. Name three marriage and betrothal customs found on this page. 
8. Click on the link for "more wedding customs." 
1. What color should the bride's dress be? 
2. How is the intention to marry announced? What happens if it is not announced previous to the event? 
3. Describe the wedding procession. 
4. What is a dowry? 
9. Explain how important a wedding ring is to the Elizabethans? 

About Food

10.  How many meals do people generally eat each day? 
11. Plan a small menu for a dinner using only food available in Europe during this time. Choose two vegetables, two meats, and two fruits or nuts. 

	Dinner Menu

 



About Language


12. A famous line from Romeo and Juliet is when Juliet says, "Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?" What does "wherefore" mean? 

13. What does "stay" mean? 

About Theatre in Shakespeare's Time

Copy this link and then click on the link "Actors, Acting, & Audience" and continue (14-17).

http://www.uni-koeln.de/phil-fak/englisch/shakespeare/ 

14. How many women actors did the company usually feature? 
15. Was Shakespeare an actor? What was the term used to refer to actors? 
16. How were the seating arrangements for the audience? How did one get a good seat? 

17. What would the audience do if they did not like a performance? 

Shakespearean Insults

18. Click on this link to be insulted "professionally." What was your insult?
http://www.pangloss.com/seidel/Shaker/ 

