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Block: ________________
Romeo and Juliet Act 1 Questions

Scene 1

1. What is the insult that insights the fight at the beginning of the play?  What would be the modern-day equivalent?
Samson (associated with the House of Montague) bites his thumb at Abram (associated with the House of Capulet).  The modern-day equivalent would be to give someone the middle finger.  
2. What does Benvolio try to do? In one word, how would you describe him?
Benvolio tries to get both sets of men to stop fighting.  They completely disregard him.  He is gentle, sympathetic and a peace keeper. 
3. What does Tybalt do in response to Benvolio? How would you describe him?
Tybalt insults Benvolio and tells him “he hates peace, hell and all Montagues”.  Tybalt is aggressive, angry and obsessed with fighting the Montagues.
4. In the Prince’s monologue, he threatens the families with _death_______ if they fight again.  Why does he decree this penalty?
He is tired, weary of the constant fighting between the two families.  They are disturbing the peace of Verona.
5. What is wrong with Romeo?  Why can’t Romeo have the one he loves?
At the beginning of the play Romeo is in love with the fair Rosaline, she, however, does not return his affection.
Scene 2

1. What has Paris asked of Lord Capulet?

Paris has asked Lord Capulet for Juliet’s hand in marriage.
2. What is Lord Capulet’s response?
He tells Paris that Juliet is still very young and his only living child.  That he can court her and if she wishes she can marry him.
3. The Capulets are having a _party_____ that night.

4. Why does Romeo crash the Capulets’ party?
He sees that Rosaline is on the guest list and he hopes to convince her to accept his love.
Scene 3

1. Who is like a mother to Juliet? Why?
The nurse is like a mother to Juliet.  She is the one who essentially raised Juliet while her own mother was very distant.
2. What does Lady Capulet ask Juliet?
She asks her what she thinks of marriage and asks her to pay attention to Paris.
3. How does Juliet respond?

She responds that she is too young and has given marriage no thought.  Additionally, that she does not know Paris.
Scene 4
1. How is Romeo’s mood?  Why?
Romeo is melancholy, forlorn because Rosaline does not return his feelings of love.
2. Who does Mercutio tell the boys about?  What is his tone while telling the story?

Mercutio tells the boys about Queen Mab.  He is cynical about love and women.
3. What does Romeo say at the end of the scene?

He discovers that the one he has fallen in love with at first sight is the daughter of Lord Capulet his family’s greatest enemy.
4. What does it tell you as a reader?
It gives the reader an indication of the problems that are going to face Romeo and Juliet and that the families’ feud is going to ignite. 

